Parish By-Laws
Part |
(Name and Aims)

1. The parish shall bear the name St. Innocent of BlwdRussian Orthodox Church,
and shall be organized under the laws of the ®fdténois as an ecclesiastical, non-
profit corporation with all attendant powers rethte same including, but not limited
to, the ability for self-governance, to hold, trisrsand otherwise dispose of
property, and to run its affairs in the normal aur

2. It shall be the aim of the parish to unite lbe&evers around the parish church on the
basis of the teachings, the canons, thetivadiand the rules of the Russian Orthodox
Church for the satisfaction of the religioweeds and moral benefit of its members.

3. ltis the primary mission of St. Innocent ob8tow Russian Orthodox Church to
bring the Gospel and services of the RusSidhodox Church to the people of
America in the English language. In furthe@aof these Aims, St. Innocent of
Moscow Russian Orthodox Church commemoraseff and its individual existence
to the observance of the Russian Orthodoxe@hQutside of Russia.

Part Il
(General Provisions)

4. It will be the object of the parish to assist thelievers, forming part thereof
and united in the Faith of Christ our Savigrjnhbeans of prayers, sacraments, Christian
teaching and Church discipline, in attainintya@on through the participation in
sacraments and Christian enlightenment, wdifdyand Christian charity.
Accordingly, the immediate aims of the pariBalsembrace: (a) the care of the church
and its adornment; (b) the maintenance of kg, (c) the economic prosperity of
the parish and the care and needs of its cthuritiing, the clergy and all parish
institutions, the diocesan and social needs;ltdritable work, and (e) educational
work in the spirit of the Orthodox Church.

5. In conjunction with the parish church there kbhala clergy of not less than one
member, viz. the pastor. The clergy shall qgoaged by the diocesan authorities. The
number of the members of the clergy may besmeed or reduced by the Ruling
Bishop according to the capacity and needbeptrish after review by and in
agreement with the Church Parish Council.



Part Ill
(Parishioners and Parish Members)

6. All Orthodox Christians of both sexes, regardlefstheir nationality, who have
reached the age of 21 years; who have made thaisktd minimum financial
membership commitment through payment of dues geledor tithes; who make their
confession and take Holy Communion not less thae enyear; and who take care of the
moral and economic welfare of the parish may becpansh members pursuant to
approval of their written application by the Parizhstor.

Annotation 1. By decision of the ChurdriBh Council for persons of Orthodox
faith who have not reached the age of 21, thexg be organized in conjunction with
the parish, youth societies for their religi@m moral upbringing.

Annotation 2. Persons who live in conoalgie without Church marriage, or who
are engaged in ignoble business, or who areicted of criminal offenses shall have
no right to participate in the parish meeting®e elected to parish offices. Those
convicted of criminal offenses may be restaretheir rights three years after they
have served their term and after absolutiothby father-confessor.

Annotation 3. Those who make confessioa poiest outside of this parish must
present to the Rector of St. Innocent a cedié from that priest.

7. All parish members shall be recorded by the &ary of the Church Parish Council in
a special register.

8. All parish members, except those mentioned indAation 2 under paragraph 6, who
regularly pay the membership dues shall hageitht to participate with a decisive
vote in all Parish Meetings, to elect paristcadls and to be elected to parish offices.

Annotation 1. The newly admitted memhsrthe parish shall acquire the right to

vote and to be elected to parish offices upenetxpiration of six months after their
admission to parish membership.

Annotation 2. Parish members who shalktailed to pay their annual civil
calendar membership dues one month priorddtimual Parish Meeting shall be
deprived of their rights to vote and to bectdd to parish offices. Parish
members who shall have failed to pay their fership dues during the immediately
proceeding twelve months shall be excludethfparish membership. However,
should a parish member fail to pay dues bexatisome valid reason (illness,
unemployment, etc.) the question of his rightote shall be solely determined by the
Church Parish Council.

9. Parish members who shall be found disloyal ¢éopihrish, who engage in unethical or
unacceptable behavior, or who neglect rulesarstiuct lawfully adopted resolutions
of the Parish Meetings and the instructionthefChurch Parish Council, as well as
those who shall have violated the good orddrdgetorum in the church or shall be
found engaged in some ignoble occupation magxibkided from parish membership
by decision of the Church Parish Council, sutediby the latter for approval of the
Ruling Bishop. The said persons may be restoréakir rights by decision of the
Church Parish Council provided they repent grave by their ways of living and
behavior their moral rectitude.



Part IV
(Managing Organs and Officers)

10. The following shall be managing organs:
a. The general meeting of the members op#rish, herein called Parish Meetings;
b. The Church Parish Council.
c. Auditing Committee

A. Parish Meetings
11. Parish Meetings shall be: 1) Annual and/or@&ydordinary

1. Annual Parish Meetings
12. The time for the convening of the Annual PaNs&teting shall be fixed by the
Church Parish Council within the last thirdtlo¢ civil calendar year. Not later than
three weeks prior to the Annual Parish MeetiregChurch Parish Council shall post
notices on the convening thereof together withagenda. In addition thereto, the
pastor, prior to the Annual Parish Meetinglsannounce its convocation from the
steps before the altar on three successivd&srafter the divine service.

13. The pastor, or in the case of his absencénesss, the person designated by the
pastor, shall preside over the Annual Pavigketing. When a matter is deliberated
upon which pertains to the pastor persongafiiiall be obligatory that another person
appointed by the Church Parish Council peesicer the meeting.

14. The following shall be within the competencytlod Annual Parish Meeting:
(1) the election of the Warden, the Auditingn@nittee, and the members of the
Church Parish Council;
(2) the examination of the report of the Chueeaish Council on the activities of the
parish during the expired year,
(3) the examination and ratification of the Wardemuditing Committee’s, and
Treasurer's reports;
(4) the amendment of the By-Laws of the Parish.
Annotation. Canonical matters shall n@tthin the competency of either the
Annual or Extraordinary Parish Meeting

15. The Annual Parish Meeting shall be considewdidi vn the presence of a quorum of
2/3 the active and accepted parish membearsent in their dues and assessments.

Annotationl. If by the time fixed for the ntieg the present parish members
should fail to constitute the required quorima meeting will be postponed and
rescheduled weekly until such time as a qudsupresent. The new meeting time will
be posted immediately and shall be announaad the steps before the altar on
Sunday after the divine service.



Annotation 2. The Parish Meeting checksvibiing eligibility of its members.
Every member of the Parish Meeting who haséone reason lost his right to
participate in the meeting must of his own adaemove himself from participation in
the meeting.

Annotation 3. Should the Annual Parish hegbe called to order in the presence
of the required quorum, but subsequently sorambers should quit the meeting and
the number of those attending it should betleas said quorum, the meeting shall
nevertheless be considered valid.

Annotation 4. Personal attendance optmessh members at the Parish Meeting for
voting purposes shall be obligatory. Votingdrgxy shall not be permitted.

16. All matters shall be decided by simple and apeyority vote. However, should any
one of those present demand secret ballotisgehuest shall be honored. In case of a
tie the vote of the pastor or the person empegvby him to preside over the Annual
Parish Meeting shall prevail.

17. The Secretary of the Church Parish Council $leglp the minutes of the Annual
Parish Meeting and shall record all decisiatgpéed together with dissenting
opinions, should any be expressed by the [yatits in the meeting.

2. Extraordinary Parish Meetings

18. Extraordinary Parish Meetings, if necessaryy beaconvened:
A. by order of the Ruling Bishop;
B. by the pastor of the parish;
C. by the Church Council;
D. pursuant to a written request of not lesstbne third of the parish members
submitted to the Church Parish Council.

19. All provisions of the By-Laws pertaining to tbenvening of the Annual Parish
Meetings (11-15) and the keeping of the mis{i&) shall be likewise applicable to
the Extraordinary Parish Meetings.

Annotation: In emergency cases an Extliaary Parish Meeting may be convened
in an eight day term. Regarding such a med¢hiagastor shall make an
announcement from the steps before the dtarthe Sunday divine service, and in
addition, the Church Parish Council shall maglpective notices with a precise
indication of the matter in connection withialhthe said meeting is being convened.

20. Only such matters shall be within the competari@an Extraordinary Parish Meeting
as are specified in the notice convening same.



B. The Church Parish Council
21. The Church Parish Council shall be composed of

A. the Pastor of the parish who by virtue isf difice shall be President of the Church
Parish Council;

B. the Church Warden;

C. the President or the Sister Superior ofSis¢erhood organized in conjunction with
the parish and functioning under the sup@misf the pastor.

D. the Treasurer,;

E. the Secretary;

F. staff members of the clergy;

G. from one to five lay members of the parish.

22. All the officials enumerated in Par.20, witle txception of the Pastor and the staff
members of the clergy appointed by the Rulirgh8p, the Warden, as well as the
Senior Sister of the Sisterhood, shall be etbébr a term of two years, or until new
officials are elected. The Warden shall betelkéor a term of three years. All the said
officers, with the exception of the Pastor #melstaff members of the clergy, shall
perform their duties free of pay.

23. The following shall be within the competencyttugé Church Parish Council:

A. the adornment of the parish church and #fetg of the entire church property;

B. the maintenance of the clergy and theivjgion with living quarters;

C. the collection of the membership dues ahéritems of the members' self-
taxation;

D. the keeping of the parish books;

E. the care of organizing the church choir uride direction of an experienced
conductor;

F. the care of the educational and charitelolk of the parish;

G. the dealing on behalf of the parish withl@uthorities in connection with all
matters involving the parish;

H. the fixing of the amount of membership daed other items of self-taxation.

C. Parish Officers
a. The Pastor
24. The Pastor of the parish shall:
1. Conduct the divine services and ceremamesrding to the Orthodox rite;
2. Instruct the parish members and those ditigrchurch in the rules of the Orthodox
Faith and devotion;
3. Instruct the children in catechism;
4. Endeavor to uplift the spiritual and mdeadel of the members of the parish;
5. Preside over all Parish Meetings and atmgs of the Church Parish Council;
6. Supervise, with the assistance of the GhWwarden, the adornment of the parish
church;



7. Have general supervision of the work of@mirch Parish Council and the Church
Warden, with the inherent and full authpend ability to delegate tasks or other
measures he deems appropriate to the otlerbers of the existing Parish
Council;

8. Keep ecclesiastical registers and issueesay the records therefrom;

9. Communicate on behalf of the parish withdiocesan authorities in connection
with all matters involving the parish;

10. Be responsible for the welfare of the paris

11. Keep the church seal;

12. Supervise the execution of all decisionthefAnnual and Extraordinary Parish

Meetings and those of the Church ParistnCil.

b. Members of the Clergy.

25. The members of the clergy, being the immediasistants of the pastor in the
performance of his religious duties and mdulucational work among the parish
members and those attending church, shall:

a. Participate in all the meetings of the ChurchdPaCouncil as well as in the
Annual and Extraordinary Parish Meetings;
b. Perform special duties conferred on thgrthle pastor.

c. The Church Warden.

26. The Church Warden, being the immediate assisfahe parish Pastor with respect
to parish matters, shall be directly respdeditr the safekeeping of the church
property. In addition he shall:

. See to it that good order be obseméde church during services;

. Take charge of membership fees, acordeparish membership;

. Keep an address list of the parish bemsi

. Take charge of the sale of candles;

. Handle plate collections and donatieg®sue receipts for donations

. Turn over plate collection and donatoneys, membership fee moneys, and

candle-sale moneys to the treasurer.
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d. The Treasurer.
27. The duties of the Treasurer shall comprise:
1. Keep track of the monetary receipts @istursements of the parish;
2. The keeping of the parish receipts@rtursement ledgers in the form
prescribed by the diocesan authorities
3. The compilation of the financial esttmand of the annual financial report for
their submission to the Church Pa@slincil and the Annual Parish Meeting.



e. The Secretary.
28. The duties of the Secretary shall comprise:
1. The pursuance, under the direction of the Past@il] correspondence on behalf
of the Church Parish Council;
2. The keeping of the minutes of the Annual and Extimary Parish Meetings as
well as those of the Church Parish Council;
3. The posting and/or mailing of notices conveningPaltish Meetings and the
meetings of the Church Parish Council;
4. The preparation, under the directibthe Pastor, of the reports to the Annual
and Extraordinary Parish Meetings.

f. Members of the Church Parish Council.
29. The members of the Church Parish Council shall:

1. Participate in all meetings of the @uParish Council;

2. Be assistants of the Pastor and Chivafden;

3. Perform special duties conferred on them by théoPasd the Church Parish
Council;

4. In case of illness or temporary absence of someesffthey shall by order of the
Pastor, perform the duties of the absentefi

g. Sisterhood
30. In conjunction with the parish there may belelsthed a Sisterhood. Its chairman or
Sister Superior, being guided in her worky instructions of the Pastor, shall:
1. Take care, together with the other sisters, otthanliness of the church, the
vestments and other objects in the sacristy;

2. Take an immediate part in the organization of tharitable work of the parish;
3. Take charge of the refectory and the householdexied therewith;

4. Guide and coordinate the work of the members fogrpart of the Sisterhood.

h. Auditing Committeee
31. The Auditing Committee shall be comprised oé¢hmembers elected by the Annual
Parish Meeting for a term of one year.
Annotation. Members of the ChurchistaCouncil cannot be members of the
Auditing committee and visa versa.

32. The Auditing Committee shall begin its work tader than two weeks prior to the
date fixed for the annual Parish Meeting. Aoeiting Committee shall engage in
any necessary discord, discussion, and/astraipn with any applicable CPA,
financial advisor, or other income tax préatier who is handling the financial
affairs of the church.



The following shall be the duties of the Auditingr@mittee:

1. The verification of the entire Treasurer’s accongt@nd the report compiled by
him/her on the status thereof to timmal Parish Meeting and the Church Parish
Council.

2. The compilation of the findings on the verificatiohthe accounting and of the
report referred to in section one as faragraph.

3. The submission of the findings referred to in s@ctwo of this paragraph to the

Annual Parish Meeting.

4. The recommendation to the Annual Parish Meetingnaigg any desirable

change in the method of the keeping of thea3urer’'s accounting.

D. Meetings of the Church Parish Council
33. The meetings of the Church Parish Council df@ttonvened by the order of the
Pastor not less than twice a year.

34. At the meetings of the Church Parish Counctiinaltters shall be decided by simple
majority vote while in case of a tie the voféhe Pastor, or the person presiding over
the meeting pursuant to his instruction, Igravail.

Part V
(Parish Property)

35. The following shall be a part, not necessaxglusive, of the property of the parish
itself, being titled solely to the DiocedeGhicago & Detroit, Des Plaines, IL 60017
(ROCOR — Russian Orthodox Church Outsidewssia):

(a) The church building with all of its appurtenancesaeell as churches, oratories and

chapels annexed to the parish church;

(b) Everything that is donated to the church and brotmsod’s altar, for instance:
articles needed for church use;

(c) Personal and real property donated for the adorhofehe church;

(d) Moneys received by the church from different sosyetz; candle-sales profits, jug
and plate moneys, residues of profits, and frorstie of plots in parish cemeteries
and various sundry incomes;

(e) Personal and real property and capital funds spaliif donated or bequeathed to the
church for its benefit or to its ownership, eveauh with a special designation for
charitable and educational needs of the parisheontaintenance of the clergy;

() Voluntary Payment;

(g) Plate collections within the boundaries of the gari

(h) Voluntary collections under subscription lists;

(i) Voluntary donations in kind by the parishioners;

() Incomes from real estate owned by the parish;

(k) Collections made by decision of the General Pavisbktings.



36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

The management of the church building and pameperty and the capitals shall be
vested in the Church Parish Council.

Church real estate may be purchased or otheaeiguired out of church funds by
decision adopted either by the Annual Pavigleting or the Extraordinary Parish
Meeting especially convened therefore. The sichurch real estate shall be
effected subject to the Annual Parish Meetinthe Extraordinary Parish Meeting
especially convened therefore.

Monetary funds, income and receipts, belongpripe church shall be disbursed in
accordance with the estimate adopted by tineuAl Parish Meeting.

The parish property of every kind may be a@glisold, alienated, exchanged,
mortgaged, leased and ceded for buildingqeep by the decision of the Annual
Parish Meeting.

Part VI
(Parish Monetary Funds)

All parish sums, as these are being receiNell, se deposited by the Treasurer to the
current account of the parish with a bankspant to the direction of the Church
Parish Council. The Church Parish Councillsh&horize the signing of checks.

Part VI
(Amendment of the Parish By-Laws)

Amendments of these By-Laws may be made, ifaméed by local conditions, not
otherwise than with the consent of 3/4 ef plarish members (as defined in
paragraph 8) at a lawfully convened meeting.

The suggested text of the paragraphs of theays, which it is proposed to amend,
shall be incorporated into the notices comwgthe respective meeting.



Part VI
(Closing of the Parish)

43. The closing of the parish can take place nogmtise than with the consent of 3/4 of
the parish members (as defined in paragraypih & lawfully convened meeting.

44. The final disposition of the entire parish prdp shall be determined by the Diocese

of Chicago & Detroit, Des Plaines, IL 600RQCOR — Russian Orthodox Church
Outside of Russia.
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